
50mm clearance

© 2026 A J Charlton and Sons Limited

Seasonal Gate Maintenance
Maintaining a quality wooden gate using wood oil and carrying 
out seasonal maintenance is relatively straightforward and can 

significantly extend the gate’s lifespan and appearance.

A well-made wooden gate is not only practical, but it also adds character and charm to your property. To keep it 
looking beautiful and functioning smoothly, all it takes is a little annual maintenance. Fortunately, maintaining your 

gate doesn’t have to be time-consuming or difficult – especially with the right approach.

Summer gate maintenance

Hot, dry weather can dry out timber and cause fading or cracking. Summer is a great time to treats softwood gates as 
maintenance is best done when there is as little moisture in the wood

Checklist:
- Inspect hinges: Summer heat can cause slight movement in the wood - adjust hinges where needed.
- Light Sanding: Smooth any rough areas caused by weathering.
- Apply Oil with UV protection, such as Osmo UV Protection Oil, to prevent bleaching & cracking. Make sure the gate
  is thoroughly dry before applying the oil. Applying oil: use a soft paintbrush to apply the oil evenly. Apply ‘wet on
  wet’: work on an area which can be completed in 15 minutes, then give the area a second coat while wet, once the
  gate has been recoated; any drip marks or puddled areas can be wiped over with an oil-soaked rag.
- Watch for Warping: Prolonged sun can cause uneven drying. Treat both sides of the gate equally.
- Ensure your gate is not in direct contact with the ground. Trim back any plants touching the timber.
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Autumn gate maintenance

Prepare for Wet Weather. As rain and falling leaves return, prep your gate to avoid moisture-related issues.

Checklist:
- Clear Debris Regularly: Leaves and twigs can trap moisture and accelerate decay.
- Check Drainage: Make sure the ground around posts isn't waterlogged.
- Re-Treat if Needed: This is a good time to top up protective treatments before winter sets in.
- Check for Gaps: Autumn is a good time to check and adjust hinges if gaps have widened

Tip: Prune overhanging plants. If your gate is positioned in an area surrounded by hedges, shrubs or trees it is only
natural that mould may start to form on your wooden gate. Trim them back to improve airflow and reduce dampness

Winter gate maintenance

Defend Against the Elements. Cold, wet, and frosty weather can do the most damage if your gate isn't protected.

Checklist:
- Avoid Water Pooling: Ensure no water is collecting around gateposts.
- Protect from Salt & Grit: If your gate is near a road, wipe down any splash back to avoid salt damage.
- Check that gates still swing freely; movement can occur in damp air where the gates take on moisture.
- Lubricate Moving Parts: Hinges and locks can seize in the cold.

Check Fixings After Storms: Wind can stress gate joints - tighten and realign as necessary
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Spring gate maintenance

Refresh and repair. Spring is the ideal time for a thorough inspection and refresh, especially after winter's wear.

Checklist:
- Inspect for Damage: Check for cracks, splinters, or signs of rot, particularly around the base and joints.
- Inspect for Damage on post and post foundations.
- Clean Thoroughly: Use warm water and mild detergent to remove moss, algae and dirt.
- Hinge & Latch Check: Look for signs of rust; apply a lubricant like WD-40.
- Make sure the gate post does not make contact with any moist ground by clearing away debris.

Tip: If you have a gravel driveway, use this time to clean and re-gravel the base area to ensure good drainage.

Why seasonal gate maintenance is worth it:

• Preserves the natural beauty of the wood.
• Prevents splitting, warping and rot.
• Makes sure that the gates are safe.
• Saves money in the long run by avoiding premature replacement.
• If the gate is regularly exposed to rain and sun, this simple maintenance routine is a small effort for the return
    in durability and appearance.

Please note: Make sure you read the Oil Manufacturer’s instructions



Modern UV oils are generally considered better than pure tung oil for treating exterior wood like gates, especially in
terms of durability, longevity and ease of maintenance.
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Please note Automated gates should be also serviced by a qualified installer to make sure that the automation is 
safe and complies with the Supply of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 2008. 

Automated gates should be serviced at least annually, but more frequent servicing, such as twice a year, is 
recommended for gates with high usage. Check
manufacturers recommendations.

Automated Gates

Is a modern UV oil better than tung oil?
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Please note Automated gates should be also serviced by a qualified installer to make sure that the automation is 
safe and complies with the Supply of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 2008. 

Automated gates should be serviced at least annually, but more frequent servicing, such as twice a year, is 
recommended for gates with high usage. Check
manufacturers recommendations.

Automated Gates

Tools You'll Need for Timber Gate Maintenanc
• UV-resistant oil (e.g. Osmo UV Protection Oil, Restol)

• Brush or cloth (for applying oil)

• Fine grit sandpaper for light sanding

• Soft brush or broom (for cleaning dirt, leaves, moss)

• Cloth & warm soapy water (for general cleaning)

• Light oil spray (e.g. WD-40 for hinges and latches)

• Secateurs or garden shears (for trimming back plants)

• Adjustable spanner (for tightening bolts and gate fittings)
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Troubleshooting Common Timber Gate Issues
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